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The Road Ahead

The year was an eventful one, an
important one for consolidating our
work and laying the groundwork for
the future. The ICBL and all of our
members have indeed been
preparing internally and externally for
the road ahead. Throughout 2003
we worked locally and globally to
ensure that governments, partners,
and ourselves prepare a solid
foundation upon which to build the
critical First Review Conference of
the Convention, the Nairobi Summit
on a Mine-Free World. The Summit
is a landmark event in the life of the
convention. Everyone involved in
eradicating landmines will be
represented, and campaigners are
working hard to ensure it generates
much media and public attention.
The Summit takes place halfway
between the treaty’s acceptance in
international law (1999) and the
deadline (2009) for clearance of
mined areas by the first States that
joined the Convention. More than an
opportunity to assess progress thus
far, the Summit will focus on the
future. Its outcomes will be far-
reaching: discussions and the
Summit documents will chart the way
forward for the full implementation
and universalization of the treaty. As
ICBL Ambassador Jody Williams
noted, “it sets... the framework of
action as we move into the next five
years of the life of the Mine Ban
Treaty. It will help reaffirm our joint
commitment to ensuring that the
words of the Mine Ban Treaty
continue to be transformed into
concrete reality, improving the lives

of landmine survivors around the
world and continuing to reduce the
number of people victimized by this
weapon of terror.

[ SR
ICBL Coordinating Committee member Steve
Goose of Human Rights Watch, Coordinator
Liz Bernstein and Ambassador Jody Williams
at the Fifth Meeting of States Parties.
Bangkok, Thailand, September 2003. Photo
by Christopher Travers.

In addition to working hard to solidify
the foundation for the framework of
action for the next five years for the
entire landmine movement, with our
government, UN and ICRC partners,
we also worked to solidify the ICBL
foundation as we move into the next
phase of our coalition. At our
General Meeting in Bangkok in
September 2003 we concluded an
extensive and comprehensive
consultation process regarding the
future of the network for the post
2004 period. For me personally it
was exciting to be planning the
future back in Thailand, where | first
began work on the campaign 12
years ago. We've come so far, |
thought, but have not lost our
passion nor our creativity in seizing
opportunities. The entire network




showed our strength in constructively
addressing the important issues of
transition and this new phase.
Members exchanged experiences
and vision, energized one another
and re-affirmed their commitment,
pledging to continue our work for a
mine-free world.

The General Meeting adopted an
Action Plan to guide the ICBL’s work
during the period from September
2003 to December 2004. The
General Meeting also adopted the
post 2004 Strategy which included
re-affirmation of the goals of the
ICBL; entrusting the Coordinating
Committee to  develop, with
consultation with the network, a Plan
of Action 2005-2009, to be adopted
in Nairobi; and endorsing the
concept of the ICBL continuing to

Acknowledging Support

The progress we continue to make in
the movement to ban antipersonnel
mines would not be possible without
the continued support of our donor
and member organizations. We
would like to extend our gratitude to
all our campaign partners for their
ongoing in kind and financial
donations that allow us to continue
our work:

European Union

Government of Australia
Government of Austria
Government of Belgium
Government of Canada
Government of Denmark
Government of France
Government of Germany
Government of Italy

engage in the same types of
activities as in the past, but in a
gradually more decentralized fashion
post-2004, with national campaigns,
organizations and focal points
playing an enhanced role. Indeed
throughout 2003 we worked to lay a
solid foundation to ensure a
successful Nairobi Summit, and to
ensure a concrete action plan for
finishing the job that we all began.
We prepared our own house to
enable us to do so - to maintain the
mature, vibrant coalition that we are,
unafraid to adapt to evolving
circumstances. Our transition plan is
the foundation that will enable us to
meet the challenges of finishing the
job - with our characteristic focus,
flexibility and flair! I'm utterly
confident in our ability to do so.

e Government of The

Netherlands

Government of New Zealand

Government of Norway

Government of Sweden

Government of Switzerland

Government of United

Kingdom

Individuals

e Member Organizations

e Private Foundations including
the Boeing Company,
California Community
Foundation, RF Foundation,
Marie D Jeffrey Foundation
and Sandpiper Fund.

Your continued cooperation and
action is needed now and in the
coming years to ensure that we can
finish this job and truly create a
landmine-free world.
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Activities
Executive Summary

Members of this unique civil society
network took actions globally,
nationally, regionally and
internationally to help universalize
and support implementation of the
Mine Ban Treaty. Activities from
January until September focused on
preparations for the Fifth Meeting of
States Parties to the Mine Ban
Treaty (5MSP) held September in
Bangkok, Thailand, and on Treaty
universalization efforts in Asia.
Actions from October to December
centered on raising domestic support
and awareness of the upcoming
Nairobi Summit on a Mine-Free
World, the First Review Conference
of the Mine Ban Treaty. Campaigns
worked to ensure that their
governments come to Nairobi
prepared to re-commit to eliminating
landmines in the long-term.

Throughout 2003, campaigns made
sure the landmines issue was
included in forums in all parts of the
world including: Arab League,
Association for South East Asian
Nations (ASEAN), European Union,
Francophonie, Group of Eight (G8),
Southern Common Market
(MERCOSUR), North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO), Organization
for Security and Cooperation in

Europe (OSCE), Organization of
American State (OAS), Organization
for African Unity (OAU), Rio Group
and many other regional and
international forums and
organizations.

Campaign actions included letter-
writing, interventions at forums,
lobby meetings, poetry contests,
student workshops, photo exhibitions
and many other types of activities to
raise awareness and promote both
government and civil society action
to ban landmines. These efforts
helped to ensure that all countries
with 1 March stockpile destruction
deadlines met their treaty
obligations. Sustained campaign
support and pressure over many
years led to countries including
Greece, Turkey, Serbia and
Montenegro and Belarus becoming
Treaty States Parties.

For more information about specific
campaign events please refer to the
ICBL Landmine Update, the ICBL’s
Quarterly Newsletter, which provides
a summary of some of these events.
The Landmine Update is available
online at
www.icbl.org/update/landmines/
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members worldwide lobbied China,
India, Indonesia, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri
Lanka, Singapore and Vietham to
adhere to the norm prohibiting mine
use.

In February the ICBL traveled to
Burma to meet with organizations
engaged in mine action and to show
support for the mine ban. To
strengthen universalization efforts in
the Pacific, an ICBL representative
participated in a New Zealand
Government mission to Papua New
Guinea in April to encourage that
country to join the Mine Ban Treaty.

On the eve of the 36" ASEAN
Ministerial Meeting, held in June in
Phnom Penh, Cambodia, the ICBL
issued a call for “10 out of 10"
ASEAN member states to join the
Treaty. The ICBL worked with the
Cambodian Campaign to Ban
Landmines to send letters to all
diplomatic missions in Cambodia
with a copy of the report ASEAN and
the Banning of Antipersonnel Mines.

Landmine Action and the ICBL
partnered on a South Asia Capacity
Building Project, which  saw
campaigners from mine-affected
States Parties serving as mentors for
their campaign colleagues in mine-
affected non-States Parties. ICBL
contributions to the project including
holding a workshop on fundraising
skills for program participants.

The Non-State Actors Working
Group conducted a mission to Nepal
in June to assess the landmine
situation in the country and
encourage all parties to the conflict

to adhere to the international norm
against mine use.

Finland is the only European country
to remain completely outside the
mine ban. The Finnish Campaign to
Ban Landmines (FCBL) invited the
ICBL to Helsinki in April to meet with
parliamentarians and representatives
of government ministries, the
diplomatic community and non-
governmental organizations  to
discuss Treaty accession. In
September, the ICBL supported the
FCBL'’s two mine action days.

Implementing the Mine Ban
Treaty

The ICBL is committed to supporting
states as they implement all Mine
Ban Treaty provisions. Under Article
4 of the Treaty all States Parties
must  destroy their  stockpiled
antipersonnel mines within four
years of the Treaty entering into
force. The ICBL worked with 45
states to ensure they destroyed their
stockpiled mines within the given
timeline. Many campaign members
participated in stockpile destruction
events in their countries. All these
states met their 1 March deadline,
destroying a combined total of 30
million antipersonnel mines.

To educate and engage
governments in the Americas about
the need and process to enact
Article 9 domestic legislation as
required under the Mine Ban Treaty,
the ICBL organized a workshop for
Spanish-speaking countries, held
February in Geneva, Switzerland.




The seminar provided a basis for
continued dialogue with
governments in the region
throughout 2003 about how to
implement national legislation. A
workshop for campaigners on how to
support government efforts to enact
domestic legislation was held April in
Rome, ltaly.

Working Groups

The ICBL’'s four thematic working
groups are crucial in efforts to
ensure that the Mine Ban Treaty is
fully implemented. These groups,
covering Mine Action, Non-State
Actors, Treaty Issues and Victim
Assistance, are informal networks of
campaigners who join together
to share information and take
focused actions to make certain
that both States Parties and
other actors fully implement all
aspects of the Treaty. The
groups are chaired by experts in
each field.

The Working Groups prepared
and delivered interventions
during the ISC Meetings and the
5MSP. They helped to set
guidelines and standards,
circulated information and
ensured that much needed

Campaign Action

General Meeting

The ICBL General Meeting was held
from 20-21 September in Bangkok,
Thailand. Previous meetings were
held in Washington DC, USA (March
2001), Maputo, Mozambique (May
1999) and Frankfurt, Germany
(February 1998). One hundred sixty
campaign members from 70
countries participated in the two-day
meeting.

Discussions focused on determining
the priorities and nature of the
ICBL's  future  activities.  The

campaign re-committed itself to

Tobias Gasser of the Swiss Campaign makes an
intervention during the ICBL General Meeting. Bangkok,
Thailand, September 2003. Photo by Kjell Knudsen.

actions were taken on their areas of
focus. They helped to channel civil
society input into decision-making on
these topics.

10

meeting remaining challenges in
Mine Ban Treaty universalization and
implementation. It adopted the
Bangkok-Nairobi Action Plan to
guide the ICBL's work from
September 2003 to December 2004.
As well, campaigners adopted a
framework  document on the
proposed structure, goals and
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activities of the organization from
2005 onwards.

The Bangkok- Nairobi Action Plan,
Post-2004 Plan and summary report
of the General Meeting are available
online at
www.icbl.org/resources/gmO03/

ICBL and
Monitor Meetings

Landmine

Every year Landmine Monitor holds
a series of regional meetings, in
addition to a global meeting to
prepare its annual report. These
meetings are held in conjunction with
the ICBL and integrate both research
and advocacy activities.

Geneva, Switzerland during
February. Over 70 researchers from
65 countries met in Rome, Italy from
7-9 April for the 2003 Landmine
Monitor Global Researchers
Meeting.

The series of regional and global
ICBL and Landmine  Monitor
meetings to prepare the 2004 annual
Landmine Monitor report is focused
on bringing the mines issue back to
the forefront in  mine-affected
countries and states that remain
outside the mine ban. The regional
meeting for the Commonwealth of
Independent States was held in
November in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan
and researchers from the Middle
East and North Africa met in the
United Arab Emirates in December.

gather for a Global Researchers Meeting to prepare
the Landmine Monitor Report 2003: Toward a Mine-
Free World. Rome, Italy, April 2003. Photo by
Giovanni Diffidenti.

Additional meeting to prepare for
the 2004 report are scheduled for
2004.

Treaty Anniversaries

On 1 March campaigns around the

| world celebrated the fourth

anniversary of the Mine Ban
Treaty’s entry into force. The ICBL
issued a press statement to mark
this important event, which

To help prepare Toward a
Landmine-free  World: Landmine
Monitor 2003, the Asia-Pacific
regional meeting was held January
in Colombo, Sri Lanka and
researchers from the Middle East,
North Africa and Europe met in

coincided with the first Treaty-
mandated deadline for stockpile
destruction. All forty-three countries
with 1 March stockpile destruction
deadlines met their treaty
obligations.

The ICBL launched its preparations
for the Nairobi Summit in December

11




to mark the sixth anniversary of the
opening for signature of the Mine
Ban Treaty and the awarding of the
Nobel Peace Prize to the ICBL and
Jody Williams, as well as to
celebrate the International Day for
Disabled People. Campaign
members participated in the launch
of the Road to Nairobi in Cyprus and
the ICBL issued an Action Alert
calling on civil society to work with
governments and media to generate
support for the Review Conference.
Letters were sent to Foreign
Ministers on the 3 December Treaty
annivserary with a copy of the ICBL'’s
Report on Activities for the 5MSP.
Campaigns organized events around
the globe to celebrate.

Global Advocacy

Sponsor a Mine-Detection
Dog Program

Throughout 2003 the ICBL collected
funds to support the Sponsor a Mine-
Detection Dog Program.
Contributions enabled Norwegian
People’s Aid’s (NPA) mine detection
dog program in Bosnia and
Herzegovina to purchase “Dina,” a

Belgium Shepherd. Dina, along with [=e
handler Marija Beze, NPA's first [&

female mine detection dog trainer
and handler, are now hard at work

detecting landmines. Support for the |

Raising the Voices

Raising the Voices (RTV) is a
landmine survivor-advocate training
project coordinated by Landmine
Survivors Network on behalf of the
ICBL Working Group on Victim
Assistance. Ten landmine survivors
from South and Southeast Asia
participated in the the program and
attended both the ISC meetings and
the BMSP. They were introduced to
human rights and disability law, the
ICBL and received training in
advocacy skills. They also issued a
joint statement to the Standing
Committee on Victim Assistance,
urging governments to promote the
full participation of persons with
disabilities in the workplace.

program in 2003 also allowed NPA [

Zoran Vujanic of Norwegian People’s Aid works with Dina,
to purchase 14 portable kennel | 5 dog purchased with support from the ICBL's Sponsor A

cages and one month of dog food to | Mine-Detection Dog Program. Visoko, Bosnia &
nourish their entire team of mine Herzegovina, May 2004. Photo by Kerry Brinkert.

detection dogs.

12
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United Nations

The ICBL works closely with UN
partners including the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), United
Nations Mine  Action  Service
(UNMAS) and the United Nations
Department for Disarmament Affairs
(UNDDA). The ICBL participated in
meetings and forums with all these
bodies throughout the year to ensure
that they included strong Mine Ban
Treaty advocacy in their
programmatic work and to advocate
for appropriate, effective and
sustained mine action projects.

Campaign Highlights

As a coaliton of non-
governmental organizations, the
ICBL takes focused actions in
close partnership with  our
member organizations,
governments and international
organizations. The ICBL
supports and facilitates the work
of members and encourages
them to work together in
concerted efforts to eliminate

antipersonnel mines. This is a
selection of some of the many
activities undertaken in 2003.

—

The Uganda Campaign to Ban
Landmines gave a presentation on
the needs of Ugandan mine
survivors  during the General
Assembly of the National Union of
Women with Disabilities in Uganda
(NUWODU) during October in
Kampala.

The ICBL worked with government

partners in preparation for the
Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting (CHOGM),

held 5-8 December in Abuja, Nigeria,
to ensure strong Treaty-related
language was included in the final
declaration. Item 29 of the final

communique is related to landmines.

The Brazilian Campaign Against Landmines participates in
the Third World Social Forum in Porto Alegre, holding
several workshops on landmines and distributing advocacy
material. Porto Alegre, Brazil, January 2003. Photo by
Campanha Brasileira Contra Minas Terrestres.

Africa

In  May, Handicap International
Belgium participated in a workshop
in Brazzaville, Republic of Congo,
focused on the implementation of the
Mine Ban Treaty in both the Republic
of Congo and the Democratic
Republic of Congo.

Americas

The Brazilian Campaign to Ban
Landmines participated in events at

the World Social Forum, held
January in Porto Alegre, Brazil.
Campaigners organized daily

awareness-raising workshops and
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