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Thank you, Mr. President,

This year marks the 25" anniversary of the Mine Ban Treaty. It is a moment to reflect on the successes
achieved so far and to come together, as well as, confront serious challenges.

As reported by Landmine Monitor 2022, government forces of Myanmar have continued their use of
antipersonnel landmines over the past year, while Russia has used them extensively in Ukraine since
February. The ICBL urges Ukraine to respond to allegations that its forces have used antipersonnel
mines in the current conflict.

We are appalled to see new victims of antipersonnel mines as these weapons cause immense human
suffering. We continue to monitor and investigate all information as it becomes available. We call on
all states parties and partners to strongly condemn any and all use of antipersonnel mines by anyone,
anywhere, under any circumstances.

In the 25 years since its adoption, the Mine Ban Treaty has achieved an impressive success with 164
countries onboard. However, the last countries to accede were the State of Palestine and Sri Lanka in
2017. Five years on, renewed, strategic and targeted efforts are needed by all States Parties and
partners to convince countries that have not yet done so to join the treaty without delay.

We welcome the new position announced by the United States in June 2022 that realigns its policy
with the key provisions of the Mine Ban Treaty and recommits to eventually accede to it.

The ICBL notes that several States not party to the Mine Ban Treaty have taken steps to embrace key
humanitarian disarmament instruments. For instance, Cuba and Lao PDR are States Parties to the
Convention on Cluster Munitions, while Cuba, Kazakhstan, Lebanon, Mongolia and Viet Nam have
joined the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.

It is uplifting to see how the global political support for the international norm against antipersonnel
landmines continues to grow. At this year’s UNGA First Committee the draft resolution on the
implementation of the Mine Ban Convention was adopted with a resounding 170 votes in favour.

We believe that as these states are abiding by the same humanitarian principles as contained within
the Mine Ban Treaty, joining the Convention should not be too arduous for them to achieve.

ICBL has engaged in bilateral meetings with government representatives both in Geneva and New
York. Many members of our global network continue to promote universalization through the
Investing in Action Programme undertaking activities in Azerbaijan, Nepal, India, among other
countries. Other network members, including in the US, South Korea and Lebanon, have also carried
out important efforts towards universalisation of the Convention.

During First Committee this year, in partnership with the Government of Canada, we organized an
event on universalization which was attended by Armenia, Azerbaijan, Lao PDR, Morocco, Singapore
and the United States.

Let’s continue our collective efforts towards promotion of Treaty universalization to achieve full
membership by the Review Conference.
Thank you.
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